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Upcoming Events

January
23rd - Tax Assistance Begins (thru 30 April)

February
1st - North Idaho Retiree Social America Legion Post 143
2nd - AAAA Winter Meeting
8th - Gowen Food Baskets Giveaway/ Joining Forces
10th - AAAA 12th Annual Bowling Tournament
21st - Gowen Retiree Social
24th-25th - TAG Leadership/Volunteer Symposium (Boise)

March
7th - North Idaho Retiree Social America Legion Post 143
14th - Gowen Food Baskets/ Joining Forces
20th - Gowen Retiree Social
23rd - Easter Egg Hunt (Gowen, Lewiston, Pocatello, Post Falls)
30th - Easter Egg Hunt (Twin Falls, Idaho Falls)

April
11th - Joining Forces Conference (Simplot)

Click Here For A Complete List of IDNG Events

 

https://www.imd.idaho.gov/events/list/




 











Save the Date! The 116th BCT OIF III Reunion Committee is preparing plans



to commemorate the 20th Anniversary of the largest and most historic deployment of
the Idaho Army National Guard. This reunion will be a three-day event.

Friday, August 9, 2024: Battalions will host local socials at various locations across
many states.
Saturday, August 10, 2024: the BCT will enjoy a family day and dinner at the
Hayden Beverage Company concert area in boise,, Idaho.
Sunday, August 11, 2024:  we will close the reunion with a Chaplain's breakfast and
remembrance of lost Soldiers at a park in Boise, Idaho.

Details are forthcoming, but you can get the most up-to date info by visiting the
116th BCT OIF III Deployed Veterans Facebook Page.

 

The Boise VAMC holds a FREE legal clinic each month for veterans and spouses.
Please see the flyer below for dates and times.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/716027976562860/


The VA’s NEW Caldwell Community Based Outpatient Clinic (CBOC) will be
having an OPEN HOUSE this Friday, February 2 from 1:00-3:00 p.m. Please come
out and see this beautiful new facility. See flyer for details.

This is an alert about an important change in veterans law that VA has not sufficiently
publicized and that veterans and accredited representatives should know about.
 
Last year, VA created a unique, one-year open period during which veterans enrolled in VA
Health Care can apply for VHA reimbursement of their emergency medical expenses at non-
VA facilities for emergencies that occurred at any time during the last 14 years. This right to
a new reimbursement decision applies even if the veteran was previously denied
reimbursement or never even applied for reimbursement in the past. But to be eligible for this
new reimbursement decision, veterans must apply to VHA for reimbursement by February
22, 2024.
 
We have enclosed with this letter NVLSP’s flyer describing the open period that ends on
February 22 and what veterans should do to take advantage of it. Please feel free to forward



the flyer to your accredited representatives and others who may be interested. 
 
Sincerely,

National Veterans Legal Services Program
1100 Wilson Blvd., Suite 900
Arlington, VA 22209
Direct: (202) 721-0186
Office: (202) 265-8305, ext. 117
Fax: (202) 328-0063



Financial Spotlight

“It’s the best time of the year because TAX season 2024
is almost here! Tax preparation just keeps getting better
and reaching more service members throughout the state.
For the first year ever, Gowen Field will be hosting an
IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) site for
all who have a military affiliation. Whether you are a

retiree, active duty, reserve component (NG or Reserves), or a direct family member, we are
available for FREE tax filing assistance. The in-person and virtual tax preparation service is
available for all military ID card holders in the state.

The in-person VITA site will be held on Gowen Field in building 270 conference room for
walk-in clients on the following dates:

February



Feb.2, Friday: 6-9pm
Feb. 3, Saturday: 6am-6pm
Feb. 4, Sunday: 6am-12pm

March
Mar. 1, Friday: 6-9pm
Mar. 2, Saturday: 6am-6pm
Mar. 3, Sunday: 6am-12pm (additional dates and times may be added if needed)

There will be three different modes of tax preparation this year:

1. Face-to-face: walk-in, sit down and complete taxes together with a VITA representative
on Gowen Field in building 270 during one of the times listed above, or make an
appointment with Jennifer Wood, AFC® for a different date and time.

2. Personal Intake and Upload: Bring your military identification and a picture of your spouse
identification card (if married and filing jointly), a copy of last year’s Federal Tax return (or
Social Security Cards for each member of the household), and all pertinent tax forms to the
VITA clinic. Your information will be verified, scanned and uploaded into the IRS
Taxslayer secure portal. Taxes will be prepared by a VITA volunteer (you do not need to be
present) and left in the portal for your review before electronic filing.

3. Virtually: Create a Taxslayer login and upload your documents to the portal. A VITA
volunteer will verify your identity via a TEAMS meeting and complete your taxes. Upon
completion, they will be uploaded back to the portal for electronic filing.

Gowen’s VITA site is the first of its kind on a Guard/Reserve military base. I believe the
different tax preparation modalities will be sure to fit everyone. More information will be
released as time gets closer, so be sure to monitor the Idaho National Guard Service Member
& Family Support Facebook page and check your email.

Jennifer Wood, AFC®
208-272-8332
jennifer.m.wood26.ctr@army.mil

MilitaryOneSource offers free tax preparation for
service members, eligible family members and
survivors. Eligible service members include
retirees who are within 365 days of their
retirement date, end of tour of service, or
discharge date. New to 2024 is an eligibility
screening verified through the Defense Enrollment
Eligibility Reporting System. 
Unfortunately, eligibility requirements have
changed for Veterans and retirees past 365 days of
retirement.
 
This information is found
here: https://www.militaryonesource.mil/financial
-legal/taxes/miltax-military-tax-services/

 

https://www.militaryonesource.mil/financial-legal/taxes/miltax-military-tax-services/


Welcome to tax time, fellow retirees! As we dive into tax season, I want to share a
valuable tip with you. If you're accustomed to receiving your Tax Statement 1099R for
your military retirement via mail, did you know that you can conveniently print it out
from MYPAY? Whether you're a MYPAY account holder or facing difficulties
accessing your account, worry not – I'm here to lend a hand. Serving as the Trusted
Agent for the Treasure Valley and proudly wearing the hat of YOUR Retirement
Services Officer, feel free to reach out to me for any assistance with MYPAY. Your
financial ease is my priority!

Bill Fackler
208-272-3815
william.e.fackler.nfg@army.mil

Idaho Veterans Property Tax Benefit
The Veterans Property Tax Reduction benefit reduces property taxes for qualified
veterans with a 100% service-connected disability or receive 100% compensation due
to individual unemployability.
 
Please visit the following website for more information and a list of application
forms:

https://tax.idaho.gov/taxes/property/homeowners/veteran-benefit/
 
Applications must be submitted to your County Assessor by April 15, 2024 for a
reduction to 2024 property taxes. You must apply and qualify for this program every
year.
 
Application must include a current letter from the VA confirming your 100% service-
connected disability rating or your individual unemployability if being paid at 100%.
 
Those letters can be obtained one of four ways:

1. Go onto VA.gov and request a benefit letter.
2. Call the VA's toll-free number and request the letter (800-698-2411)
3. Stop by the Boise VA Regional Office to request the letter from the VA Public

Contact Team
4. Contact your Veteran Service Officer and they can request it for you.

 
The surviving spouse (not remarried) of a qualifying veteran can also apply.

mailto:william.e.fackler.nfg@army.mil
https://tax.idaho.gov/taxes/property/homeowners/veteran-benefit/


 
Don’t wait until the last minute! Do it today!

 

The 1st Annual Joining Forces Idaho Conference on April 11 in Boise is SOLD
OUT.
 
There is now a waitlist in case there are any cancellations. Click on the “get
tickets” button at this link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1st-annual-joining-forces-
idaho-conference-tickets-795389620767

Joining Forces is a “coalition of communication” between veteran service
organizations helping our Veterans, active-duty military, Guard Members, and
Reserves. If you would like to know about events or resources in your region, please
email that region (see map) to be put on the distribution list. You can sign up for as
many regions as you like, and everyone is automatically enrolled in Joining Forces
Idaho to receive information pertinent to all Idaho Veterans. To enroll, email:
JFIdaho@veterans.idaho.gov.
 
For more information you can contact Mitzi Cheldelin, Community Resource
Coordinator at the Idaho Division of Veterans Services 208-957-3633.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1st-annual-joining-forces-idaho-conference-tickets-795389620767


Recently Deceased List
Our sincere condolences to those who have lost a loved one. In an effort to keep our
Retirees informed of recent deaths, we will start including a deceased list at the end of
every newsletter. We apologize if we have forgotten anyone, and encourage you to
send us your loved one's obituary if you would like it to be sent to our Idaho Military
Retirees.

MAJ Roger Warrick 11/9/2023
--
CW5 Michelle Hartley 12/21/2023

Services:

Idaho Military Division Memorial Service:
2pm March 8, 2024
Gowen Field, Building 440, Kane Auditorium
Attire: (Military) Duty uniform (Civilian) Business Casual
CW5 Michelle Harley Memorial Ceremony E-Invitation (click this link to RSVP)

Save the date for a Graveside Service (more details to follow)
June 20, 2024
Idaho Veteran's Cemetery
Attire: (Military) Service Dress (Civilian) Business

https://einvitations.afit.edu/inv/anim.cfm?i=820860&k=0A6342017D57




Recruiting Regional Representatives for Retiree
Outreach Program

The Retiree Outreach Program (ROP) was established in 2012 as a way to keep
retired Idaho Army National Guard Members informed and connected to each other
and the organization. Initially it was a Treasure Valley-centric effort, but expanded to
the entire state with regional representatives in Twin Falls, Idaho Falls, Lewiston, and
Post Falls. In 2020, the Idaho Air National Guard joined the program. Retirees from
both services are now briefed about the program during their retirement out
processing. Currently there are over 2,200 registered retirees in the ROP database.

In the spring of 2020, during the coronavirus shutdown, the ROP paused its activities.
At that time, several of the founding members of the ROP stepped away from the
program. The loss of regional representatives is where the program was most
impacted. The Retiree Outreach Program Advisory Council meets quarterly for about
an hour. Regional representatives are members of the council who share information
about the interests and needs of those in their area. Additionally, we ask that
representatives coordinate with units and Service Member & Family Support
Specialists, to organize annual Retiree Appreciation Day briefings. Typically, these
are done in conjunction with family day activities at battalion headquarters, though
each is tailored to local needs. We have a team of representatives who work together
in Post Falls, which has worked very well for them. We are looking for one or more
folks to represent retirees in areas around Lewiston, Twin Falls, Pocatello, and Idaho
Falls. 

If you would like more information or are interested in helping your fellow retirees,
please contact either Bill Fackler, our Retirement Services Officer at (208) 272-3815,
or by email at william.e.fackler.nfg@mail.mil, or the ROP Outreach Coordinator
Dean Hagerman at (208) 608-3353 or by email at deanchagerman@gmail.com.

 

A note from your Service Member
& Family Support Team

The Idaho National Guard Service Member & Family
Support Division encompasses a vast range of programs
designed to help Service Members, Dependents, Veterans,
Retirees and Family Members with any issue they may
encounter. We invite you to take a look at our website and
join our Facebook group to stay up-to-date with the latest
resources and offers that may benefit you and your Family.
Additionally, we always welcome feedback on how we can
improve our programs to better serve you. You can take this
survey to tell us your thoughts!

 
 

CONNECT WITH US

      

mailto:william.e.fackler.nfg@mail.mil
mailto:deanchagerman@gmail.com
https://www.imd.idaho.gov/feedback-survey/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2905476619553560
https://www.instagram.com/servicemember_familysupport/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/idng-service-member-family-support/
https://www.imd.idaho.gov/military-members-veterans-and-retirees/
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